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FINANCING THE ADMINISTRATION OF
JUSTICE FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW

The Courts must have the necessary financial re-

sources to administer justice fairly, promptly and efficiently.

Fiscal year 2007, which began in October 2006, posed signif-

icant financial challenges to court operations. Through a se-

ries of continuing resolutions, Congress provided funding in

FY 2007 at the same level as in FY 2006: $136.8 million for
i court operations; $79.9 million for capital projects; and $43.5
i million for defender services. Instituting hiring restrictions
and other cost saving measures, the Courts were able to op-
erate within budget and fulfill our mission despite unprece-
dented staffing shortages which threatened to undermine
court operations.

In December 2007, the Courts’ appropriation for FY
2008 was passed, including an increase in personal services
funding to fill staff vacancies and an increase in the hourly
rate paid to attorneys for the indigent. These restored and
enhanced resources, coupled with improved budgetary moni-
toring and forecasting, will enable the Courts to continue to
exercise control over appropriated resources and better exe-
cute the Courts’ ambitious agenda of administering justice in
the Nation’s Capital.

While the District of Columbia Courts take on new
challenges, the Courts’ vision remains clear: “Open to All,
Trusted by All, Justice for All.” Each day, the Courts continue
to strive to improve in executing our mission to protect rights
and liberties, uphold and interpret the law, and resolve dis-
putes peacefully, fairly and effectively in the Nation’s Capital.
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